Court examines stabbing victim’s purse
PN 271, |

A cosmeatic bag containing
lipsticks, eye shadow and
oiher cosmetics said by police
to have been among contenis
of a purse hearing identifica-
tion of Gall Miller, was cx-
amined in  court Monday
afternoon at the non-capital

murder trial of David Edgar
Milgaard.

Milgaard is being trfzd in
(jueen’s Bench court before
Mr. Justice A, H. Bence, In
connention with the etabhing
death inst Jan, 31 of Miss
Milter, 20, a nursing assistant.

Her body was found in an

aliey Bvffind the 200 block of
Avenue N, south, :

Datective Gerald McCorris-

ton of the city police, des-

cribed how he found a wo-

man’s purse after it was

dumped from. a trash can

into a city garbage truck,
He sald that on Feb. 3, he

foliowed the city parbaga

truck on fool, and retrieved

" & purse from a garbags can

that was emptied at the rear

of 1411 20th St., west
In court, detective McCor-

viston held up individual

items found in the purse.

The<e included a cosmetic
hag containing eye shadow,
biack :ye line pencil, lip-
sticks, a Bank of Montreal

folder with the name of Gail

Miller nn the inside, a plastie

fnlder containing photographs,
another make-up bag with a
lipstick, cigarettes, a pen,
some paper tissues, and a
bluck cloth glove,

It was brought out during
cross-examination that there
was-no - motiey, buy tickets or
wallet in the purse,

Last week during evidenre
heard at the trial, Miss Nicho!
John, who was with Milgaard
and Rongld Dale Wilsen on
the moming of Jan. 31. testi-

fied to finding a cosmetic bag
containing a powdar compaci,
eve shadow and lipstick in the
glove compartment of the car
in which they had travelied io
Edmonton.

Miss John said that when
she asked to whom it belong-
ed. Milpaard had snatched it
fiom her and threw st ot of
the car window,

This incident was said by
Miss John to have taken place
in the late afternoon of Jan.
31, as the car was reaching
Rosetown on ils way to Fd-
maning,

Emrlier Monday, Lieut,
Juseph Penkals, head of the
identification branch of the
city police . was quastioned
by Mp Justice Bence ahout
the Iack of footprints and car
tracks in the area whers ihe
Rirl was lound. .

Lieut, Penknla had said
tiere were no discernihls font
priots eading o the body
and no tire marks. Then, Mr.
Justice Bence asked: “Can
vou 1cll me how the body got
therz?”

The police officer explained
that the woman’s body was
found near the edge of the
travelled part of the lane, He
said it was so cold, it was

‘impaossiblz to see fresh marks

on the travelled portion. He
said it was so tramped down
that fresh f{oolprints would
not show. “The tempernture
was so extreme that the snow
was like sand,”™ he said.
Under cross sxamination by
Cal Tallis, defence counsei,
Licut.  Penkala said that the
appearance of the body sug.
gested that Miss Miller had
been sexunlly assauitsd
Asked whether he saw any-
thing or located any obhjeet
that might fead to the theory

S

that the girl was alive at the
time of the s2xual attack or
whether she was ronscious at
the time, the police officer
suid he was unable to cstab-
tish this,

Lieut. Penpkala said the sur-
face fizsh of the girl was

{rcgen when he arrived on
the scene,

The police officer sald there
was ‘evidence that the .body
was =ither moving or being
moved at the time of the at-
tack. He had enrlier testified
that a struggle appeared to-
have taken place. . :

Peter Shawchuk of 1412 30th
St.,, west, testified to finding
a set of keys and a woman's
comb In hix back yard on
Feb. 1. He said'he found the
objects afler noticing two
indenis in the snow,

Richard Hounjet, 8, of 227
Ave. N, south, pave evidence
of finding a handie of a knife
In the back yard of his home
on March 2. The boy said he
was kicking the snow when he

“kicked out the knife handle,
The knife handle, bearing
the Initals of the boy snd
ice officers, was examined
n court.
- Glles Beauchamp, 9, of 1508
20th St., west, reported fird.
ing s wallet,
ef w:gct, the witnesy sald,
was found near the houss of
Albert Cadrain, :
Cndrain, 18, of 33¢ Ave, O,
south, who was one of the
first witnesses to testily at
the trial, told court jast week
that Milgasrd, Wilson  and
Miss John had deen at his
;r?me on the moring of Jan,

éadrain had travelled with
the three to Edmonton.
Beauchamp told court Mon-
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day that the wallet he found
on April 4 was on the same
side of the sireet as the
Cadrain home. He sald he
kicked the wallet out of the
snow. Alter finding the wailet,
the witness szald he hid it
under the skating shed of St
Mary’s school.

He sald he retrieved it
about five' minutes later to
show a {riend. After retrizy.
ing i, the boy sald they
showed it to the mother of
his ‘friend, and the police
were notified.

The boy said there was
nothing In the wallst when he
found it except two piecés of
paper that feli out when he
kicked it

The trial continues,
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